
CITY OF EDEN, N.C. 

A regular meeting of the City Council, City of Eden, was held on Tuesday, July 16, 2024 at 6 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers, 308 E. Stadium Drive. Those present for the meeting were as follows:   

Mayor:   Neville Hall 
Council Members: Gerald Ellis 

Jerry Epps 
Kenny Kirkman 
Greg Light 
Bruce Nooe  
Tommy Underwood 
Jason Wood  

City Manager: Jon Mendenhall 
City Attorney: Erin Gilley 
City Clerk:  Deanna Hunt 

Media:   Roy Sawyers, Rockingham Update 

MEETING CONVENED:  

Mayor Hall called the regular meeting of the Eden City Council to order and welcomed those in attendance. Pastor 
Jerry Epps, First Church of the Living God, gave an invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Deputy 
Fire Chief James Slaughter. 

PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS: 

a. Recognition: Rockingham County Special Olympics

Mayor Hall called the Special Olympics team forward. He said the City wanted to recognize some very talented 
local people who represented Rockingham County Special Olympics in the North Carolina State Games at N.C. 
State. This dedicated group started practicing their volleyball skills in February and they won bronze medals in that 
sport when they competed May 31, June 1 and June 2. The City was beyond proud and especially wanted to thank 
Rockingham County Special Olympics Coordinator Shane Woodall and Volleyball Coach Meredith Johnston for 
leading the group to victory. He presented the players with certificates: Thomas Stowe, Seth Woods, Doug Price, 
Jon Crumpton, Taima Lancaster, Sheratan Reed, Andres Olguin (absent), and Kelsey Caplin (absent). 

Mr. Woodall thanked the City for acknowledging the athletes. He thanked Parks & Recreation Director Ray Thomas 
for allowing them to use a facility to practice every Sunday. The team looked forward to going each year. He asked 
that the team be kept in prayers as they began practicing after Labor Day to play soccer in the fall in Charlotte. He 
thanked everyone for being so gracious to open the doors up to facilitate the athletes.  

b. Recognition: Powell Auto Sales for 30 years in business

Mayor Hall called AJ and Donna Powell forward. He said Powell Auto Sales got its start in 1994, but co-owner AJ 
Powell had been in the business of selling since age 13 when he worked at Belk on Washington Street. His career 
in auto sales began at Jimmy Wright Pontiac-Buick at Washington and Patrick Streets where AJ’s father worked as 
a mechanic. After Jimmy Wright offered young AJ a job selling cars, AJ was skeptical he could do it but said if 
Jimmy Wright believed in him, he knew it would all work out. And it had. With just three cars purchased on a credit 
card, AJ and wife Donna opened Powell Auto Sales on Bridge Street 30 years ago. Donna ran the office while AJ 
worked during the week driving trucks and selling cars part time. After a successful nine years, the couple moved 
to their current location on Kings Highway. During their 30 years selling cars, trucks, trailers and even tractors, AJ 
and Donna had made it a goal to make a friend of every customer and AJ believed that was what kept his customers 
returning to buy from the couple. AJ also prided himself in never selling any vehicle he would not let his wife or 
grandchildren drive. AJ credited Mr. Wright as inspiration for him to be so successful in the business where he and 
Donna now sold an average of 50 vehicles per year. The City congratulated Powell Auto Sales on 30 years of 
business and thanked them for being a valuable part of our community. He presented the couple with a framed print. 
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Mr. Powell said what he had to say may mean more to him than it did the audience but he wanted to say it. First, he 
thanked God for the blessings on their business and the way He had blessed them forever. He thanked his wife 
Donna for her help and support – he could not have done it without her. He thanked the City and Council for the 
honor to be celebrating 30 years continually in the used car business. He also wanted to thank the Eden Police 
Department for their constant protection. He thanked Jimmy Wright for having the confidence in him and giving 
him a chance to work for Mr. Wright at Wright Pontiac-Buick dealership in 1975. Mr. Wright taught him the car 
business from greeting the customer to closing and delivering the sale. Mr. Wright had been a true friend of his for 
at least 54 years. He wanted to recognize and thank his faithful customers. Without them, he would not have had 
30 years of success.  

Mayor Hall thanked Main Street Manager Ken White for his assistance with the recognition. 

SET MEETING AGENDA:  

A motion was made by Council Member Ellis to set the meeting agenda. Council Member Epps seconded the 
motion. All members voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried 7 to 0.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

There were none at this time. 

REQUESTS AND PETITIONS OF CITIZENS:  

Mayor Hall asked City Attorney Erin Gilley to read the policy for speakers and she did. 

Julie Talbert, 3028 Indian Ridge Court, said with her were Sylvain Couzinet-Jacques and Pat McCarthy. She was 
there representing the Fine Arts Festival Association of Rockingham County and she wanted to tell about some of 
the incredible things for the arts community that week in Eden. They believed art and support of local artists was 
key to making the community a better place to live and better economic development. In that vein she wanted to 
share one event happening Thursday, and she had flyers to leave with the city manager. Watercolors on Washington 
was an art show and sale at Pace-Stone. It was unique because watercolors would be paired with rugs. It would be 
a lovely evening from 5:30 to 8 and she hoped everyone would come out. The funding just came out at the very 
end of the month for the next thing, which was being called the Eden Summer Institute. It brought 10 renowned 
artists from around the world to Eden. Over the past 10 days they had created some really incredible art projects – 
sound, dance, movement, 3D art and a lot of things. Those people had picked our little hometown because they 
liked Eden. Mr. Couzinet-Jacques had experience in Eden as he was part of the red schoolhouse project. He had 
liked it so much he wanted to bring the Eden Summer Institute to Eden. Mr. Couzinet-Jacques and Mr. McCarthy, 
who was an artist from New York, would take the rest of the time to tell about what the institute was.  

Mr. Couzinet-Jacques said he was from Paris. He thanked Council for having the group. They really loved Eden 
and that was the reason he had been working on and off for 10 years in Eden, a month to three months every year 
for almost a decade. Eden was very famous in Paris, everyone knew Eden. Thanks to the work, the community and 
Ms. Talbert supporting them, they had received two grants from two textile companies in Paris – Hermes and Agnes 
B, both in the fashion industry who provided money for flights and housing for artists. They had been working on 
it for a few months and got a grant from the Reidsville Area Foundation to make the project possible to do in Eden. 
The project was very simple. There were six international artists and grants for two local artists. They had worked 
together for 10 days. It was open to the public free of charge. They had done workshops to create unique artwork 
to exhibit Thursday. He introduced Mr. McCarthy whose work had been exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York and the Brooklyn Museum. Mr. McCarthy was pretty much an international artist.  

Mr. McCarthy said he traveled all over the world making and exhibiting art often in the form of scrappy little do-
it-yourself magazines. He first met Mr. Couzinet-Jacques at an art show in the south of France 10 years before. He 
heard from Mr. Couzinet-Jacques about the small city - Eden - he had fallen in love with. Shortly after that Mr. 
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McCarthy came to Eden as part of the red schoolhouse project. He too had become captivated with the town. It was 
his fourth trip to Eden. For the new project, which was an homage to the famous Black Mountain College that was 
on Lake Eden in North Carolina, he made a little booklet as a teaching tool to demonstrate to local kids and artists 
how easy and fun it could be to make zines. He was in love with Cook Out and specifically its ice which he thought 
may be the best in the entire world. The ice and Cheerwine, his favorite N.C. beverage, made the cover of his zine. 
As he was sipping his Cheerwine, he noticed the long line of cars waiting to buy ice from the ice vending machine. 
He thought that was so unique as there were not ice vending machines in New York. He started studying them and 
with input from local artists he made a book that celebrated the temples of ice around town. It connected them with 
modern architectural masterpieces from around the world. It was a little example of what could be done in only a 
few days.  
 
Ms. Talbert thanked Eden for welcoming the artists. They would like to do that again. She thanked the Reidsville 
Area Foundation, United Way and all the other funders who helped them out along the way.  
 
Mayor Hall thanked Ms. Talbert and welcomed the artists back to Eden.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
a.  Consideration of commission appointments.  
 
Planning & Community Development Director Kelly Stultz wrote in a memo: The following seats on the City Boards and 
Commissions are vacant and need to be filled. When making appointments, please consider whether these people have the time 
or the ability (for whatever reason) to attend regular meetings and participate in the activities of the board or commission. 
If you have questions, please do not hesitate to call. Ward 1 Councilman Wood: Community Appearance – Avery Moore 
(Resigned); Mayor Hall: Historic Preservation – Chase Lemons (Resigned).  
 
Mayor Hall called on Ms. Stultz.  
 
Ms. Stultz said there were two recent resignations and the seats needed to be filled.  
 
Council Member Wood said he was working on filling the seat and should have an appointment the following 
month.  
 
Mayor Hall said it was the same for him.  
 
b.  Consideration of the certificate of sufficiency and adoption of a resolution calling for a public hearing on 

the annexation petition of property located at 773 Summit Loop.  
 
Ms. Stultz wrote in a memo: At your August 2023 regular meeting, you instructed the City Clerk to investigate the sufficiency 
of a petition for voluntary annexation for the property located at 773 Summit Loop owned by Jason S. Darnell of Brason 
Properties LLC. With the assistance of the City Attorney, we have determined that the proper signatures were placed on the 
petition and that the owners listed above are the owners of the property identified on the Petition. A public hearing was 
scheduled for the October 2023 meeting but had to be pulled from the agenda. Attached you will find the certificate of 
sufficiency executed by the City Clerk, a current survey of the property, and a Resolution Fixing Date of Public Hearing. This 
type of annexation does not have the same requirements as an involuntary annexation. However, there are requirements 
regarding fire service. Please accept the certificate of sufficiency and call a public hearing for your August regular City Council 
meeting. If you have any questions, please give me a call. 
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Mayor Hall called on Ms. Stultz.  
 
Ms. Stultz said the case had started the previous summer. There were questions about sewer lines and those kinds 
of things. They were ready to move forward. The property owner wanted to be inside the city limits so they could 
connect to sewer and water. Council needed to call the public hearing.  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Kirkman to adopt a resolution calling for a public hearing on the 
annexation petition of property located at 773 Summit Loop. Council Member Light seconded the motion. All 
members voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried 7 to 0. 
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RESOLUTION FIXING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON QUESTION 
OF ANNEXATION PURSUANT TO G.S. 160A-58.1 

 
WHEREAS, A Petition requesting annexation of the non-contiguous area described herein have been received; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Eden City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the Petition at 
their meeting on August 15, 2023; and  
 
WHEREAS, certification by the City Clerk of the City of Eden as to the sufficiency of the Petition has been made; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Eden, North Carolina that: 
 
Section 1. A public hearing on the question of annexation of the non-contiguous areas described herein will be held in the Eden 
City Hall in the City Council Chamber at 6:00 P.M. on August 20, 2024. 
 
Section 2. The area proposed for annexation is described as follows: BEGINNING at a stake set in the eastern edge of Summit 
Circle, which beginning point is also a corner between Lots Nos. 86 and 87 running thence with Summit Circle, South 43 deg. 
54 min. West 100.00 feet to a stake, a corner between Lost Nos. 90 and 91; thence South 49 deg. 14 min. East 254.30 feet to a 
stake where Lost Nos. 90 and 91, corner with Lots Nos. 98 and 99, thence North 39 deg. 24 min. East 100 feet to a stake, a rear 
corner between Lots 86 and 87; thence with the dividing line between Lots Nos. 86 and 87 North 49 deg. 16 min. West 246.5 
feet to a stake set in the eastern edge of Summit Circle, the point of beginning and being Lots Nos. 87, 88, 89, and 90, according 
to map of Subdivision No. 1, for S. T. Jackson and George W. Smith, dated August 21, 1947, as per survey of H. S. Pierce, C. 
E., and being the identical lots conveyed by deed dated April 26, 1952, which deed is of record in Book 425, Page 132. See 
also Deed Book 425, page 198. The same also being the identical tract described in Book 585, Page 106. See Deed Book 594, 
Page 564, Book 637, Page 103, Book 647, Page 373 and Book 772, Page 1765. WM4s-110623.  
 
Section 3. Notice of the public hearing shall be published in the Rockingham Now, a newspaper having general circulation in 
the City of Eden, at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the public hearing. 
 
This the 16th day of July, 2024. 
 
CITY OF EDEN 
By: Neville Hall, Mayor  
Attest: Deanna Hunt, City Clerk 
 
c.  Consideration of a resolution to adopt the City-County Utilities Agreement.  
 
Ms. Gilley wrote in a memo:  I have been asked to present a history and update of this Agreement for your benefit. This 
Agreement dates back to 1998. At that time, the sewer service area was located within the Wentworth Township area and the 
County installed numerous pump stations and lines that the County would maintain and discharge into the City’s wastewater 
plant. The County had no wastewater plant, but it needed to offer sewer service on a limited basis in that area. That area has 
continued to grow with the Community College, governmental center, courthouse, additional commercial and residential 
locations. This agreement allowed the City to offer rate categories to the County for each use that it had. There was an 
institutional rate, commercial rate, leachate rate and a residential rate. The City has one customer, the County. The County, 
however, has all of the users as its customers. The City bills the County one large lump sum bill based upon all the users. The 
County pays the City and then decides how it will charge its own customers. The County has declined to build a plant or to 
create a regional sewer authority. The recent growth in addition to the potential growth in this area creates maintenance and 
service sewer issues for the County with no wastewater plant and no regional sewer service authority. It does, however, provide 
an opportunity for growth for Eden and intergovernmental cooperation for the City and the County. 
One issue in this agreement is the schedule of rates proposed. 
 
Governmental waste or sewerage 
Proposed: 
$8.86 per 1,000 gallons treated. 
 
This is an increase from their current rate. This is also higher than our inside city residents’ rate at $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
treated. (Most of this sewage is generated from nonprofit making sources—schools, County buildings, etc.) 
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Residential waste or sewerage 
Proposed: 
$9.75 per 1,000 gallons treated. 
 
This amount is higher than our inside city limits rates, currently $7.00 per 1,000 gallons treated. While it is not as high as our 
outside city rates, we do not have to individually bill these County customers, nor maintain the lines/meters, but we do bill our 
outside rate customers individually and maintain those lines/meters. 
 
Commercial waste or sewerage 
Proposed: 
$15.30 per 1,000 gallons treated 
 
This amount is higher than our inside city rate, currently $10.70. In addition, we also have an economic development rate that 
is not available in this proposed contract. 
 
Industrial waste or sewerage 
Proposed: 
$14.56 per 1,000 gallons treated 
 
We also have an economic development rate that is not available in this proposed contract. (There are no industrial users in the 
County) 
 
Leachate waste or sewerage 
Proposed: 
$25.00 per $1,000 gallons treated. 
 
This is what the City is charging Duke Energy for leachate, and it would not want to charge the County more than we are 
charging Duke Energy. The County controls the tipping fees and could increase these. 
 
Flat rate 
Proposed: 
$2,500 per month 
 
This is an increase from their current rate ($790.08 to $2,500). 
 
We feel these rates are reasonable and would bring in an increase in revenue what the City annually receives. Another issue 
with this agreement is the proposed purchase of Fishing Creek pump station and upgraded sewer line from the County. North 
Carolina is currently experiencing unprecedented growth. We have seen rural areas outside the city limits developing and 
growing. In recent years, the City has reached out to developers (residential and industrial) to recruit businesses and housing. 
Eden has some unique challenges to this endeavor including limited access to interstate highways and also a shortage of 
developable land inside our territorial jurisdiction. Our rivers also pose a challenge in that we have no sewer connection over 
the river. One common question that always arises in discussions with developers is access to public utilities. A public sewer 
system makes development easier and even a reality in instances where it is not feasible with septic tanks. This Agreement as 
written and negotiated would allow for planned, organized and voluntary growth for Eden in the water/sewer service area as 
shown on the attached map. Imagine the following scenario: An area close to Eden, but outside the city limits, already has city 
sewer service and Dan River water. They’re paying outside rates, but no city taxes. Would they want to be added to the City 
limits? The answer would probably be no. But if you reach the area before it develops, before houses are built and sold and 
you offered to make sewer access easy and affordable, but the property owner must petition for annexation before you build 
your sewer line or connect them, the answer would be different. Inside rates would be offered. At that point, the developer 
would have the option of whether the property would be inside the City in order to obtain sewer service, and when the houses 
were sold, the buyers would know before they bought the property if they were city of Eden residents or not. This type of 
growth is not as feasible if the City does not own any of the sewer service lines across the river. A situation occurs where the 
area develops and receives the benefit from the City infrastructure, but the City does not benefit in tax base. The City is already 
providing the benefit of our wastewater treatment plant to this area, but it is not gaining any real land growth or development 
benefits from that provision. The City’s tax base could benefit from this wastewater provision. In addition, building a line 
across the river would cost more than $800,000. This is the reason the Staff is requesting that City Council approve this 
agreement which includes the purchase and take over of Fishing Creek Pump Station. The Agreement provides that the entity 
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that owns the lines will control the customers. The Agreement also references the City’s ordinance that requires any new 
customer being added to our system, must petition for annexation. It also gives the City the discretion of whether to annex new 
customers or not. The City may not want to annex every customer. According to the County’ records, the current value of the 
system without the upgrade is $796,000. This amount takes into account the estimated depreciation as of 6/30/2022. In addition 
to the book value of the portion of the sewer to Hilltop, the value of Fishing Creek Pump Station rebuilding is $1,725,000. In 
addition to these values, the sanitary sewer force main under the Dan River is being built as part of the demolition of Mebane 
Bridge. The value of this work is estimated at $745,547. The City would be getting substantial equity of a new pump station, 
new force main and existing gravity system with a value totaling approximately $3,266,547 for a cost to Eden utility customers 
(including those customers in unincorporated Rockingham County) of $796,000; a discount of $2,466,547. The City of Eden 
is being asked to pay $0.24 on the dollar for the opportunity to expand the growth potential of the corporate limits (annexation) 
and future economic development (more growth including roof-tops means more commercial interest). This increase in revenue 
brought by the rate leveling would bring $64,000 of new revenue annual to the water-sewer fund, which when added over a 
20-year period would pay for the cost of the purchase of the portion of the county system. $64,000 over 12.5 years is actually 
$800,000. The Agreement also allows for other economic development partnerships with the County for providing and 
investing in utilities in the area. This Agreement provides a framework for expansion if the opportunity arises from the 
economic development and growth. Any new investment will have to be agreed upon by each Board at the time the investment 
would be required. Staff was previously asked by Council to provide the following information: The volume and system 
capacity for this additional pump station, video footage of the pump station and lines to be acquired. The Council was provided 
this information. The memo regarding capacity from the City Manager is attached hereto as well, indicating approximately 667 
future potential houses that could be served with the acquisition. To fully respond to Council’s concerns, Mr. Keith Duncan, 
has been consulted with by Staff to provide an objective assessment of the County’s system, pump station and lines to be 
acquired. His assessment is also attached for your review. 
Based upon the following information, Staff feels the agreement as presented is not only a fair negotiation between the City 
and County, but it provides the City with an opportunity to grow at a slow, planned rate and utilize the resources that we have 
which is, our public utilities. Staff recommends that Council approve the Resolution to approve the City County Public Utilities 
Agreement and to finalize the acquisition of Fishing Creek Pump Station and accompanying lines from Rockingham County 
for the agreed upon price and all terms and action necessary thereto. 
 
Mayor Hall called on Ms. Gilley.  
 
Ms. Gilley said staff was back to present a proposed City-County public utilities agreement. As Council would 
recall, the City had been in negotiations with the County and looking at the agreement for quite some time. In 1998, 
the County installed several lines and pump stations to service the limited area of Wentworth Township. The area 
now included the community college, governmental center and courthouse, which were mostly non-revenue making 
entities with some commercial and some residential locations. The City agreed to allow the County to connect and 
discharge those lines into the City’s wastewater treatment plant for certain rates which were controlled in an 
agreement. The agreement was set to expire and staffs of both the City and County would like to enter into a 
proposed new agreement that would update and increase the County rates and initiate a plan for organized, voluntary 
growth for the City. Any new customers would now be Eden customers and the agreement would give Eden the 
flexibility for the growth. At the budget public hearing, there was concern about water and sewer rate increases and 
rightfully so. With increased costs and no room for cuts, a logical way to lower rates would be to increase the 
customer base. The agreement was the path to explore that idea. The agreement was for an additional 20-year term. 
In the contract provided to Council, Mayor Hall discovered a typo that said 30 years. That had been corrected so 
that there was a consistent 20-year initial term with additional renewal options. The memo she had sent to Council 
earlier in the month and when the item was discussed last year was lengthy and detailed particulars of the agreement, 
including rate increases to the County and the proposed acquisition of Fishing Creek Pump Station and 
accompanying lines. When staff presented the item previously, Council requested more extensive due diligence on 
the County’s pump station and accompanying lines. As a result, staff engaged Keith Duncan, a relative expert with 
regard to utilities systems in N.C., to evaluate and study the County’s station and lines. Mr. Duncan was at the 
meeting to advise Council on his findings and to answer any questions or concerns Council may have. Based on 
the foregoing and Mr. Duncan’s findings, staff recommended approval of the resolution to adopt the agreement and 
to finalize the acquisition of Fishing Creek Pump Station and accompanying lines from Rockingham County at the 
agreed-upon price. She turned the discussion over to Mr. Duncan.  
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Mr. Duncan said Ms. Gilley did a great job of breaking everything down. He had been asked by staff to look at the 
system and evaluate it. He started in late winter and had just recently finished. He provided background on why the 
sewer got to Eden in the first place. In the 1990s when he served on the Board of Commissioners, DENR put the 
County under SOC which later became NOV, violation of wastewater discharge for the governmental buildings 
and the school system. The County had to do something quick with wastewater discharge in the Wentworth area. 
They had negotiations with Reidsville and they broke down. They came to Eden and started discussions with 
Council, mayor and staff. At the time, Eden was discussing the possibility of an industrial park on the Loop Road. 
There were three being proposed in Rockingham County and Eden was the first at that time. It made more sense 
for the County to bring the line down Highway 87 into the wastewater treatment plant, which they did. The County 
was very grateful to Eden for working with them to try and make that happen on behalf of the citizens of the County 
at a reasonable cost. He had turned over the information he gathered, and there was quite a bit of it, to the city 
manager. He obtained some flash drives of the system being videoed by another company. There were some issues 
with the videos and Council Member Nooe saw those too. The line had probably been in for 30 to 35 years in some 
places. Over time, there would be accumulation inside the lines on the sides of the pipe. That prevented the camera 
from getting a clear shot in some of the areas. He got pricing from KRG, probably the largest firm in the Triad and 
they did all of Greensboro, Winston-Salem and High Point videoing for point repair work. It was an expensive 
operation to come video the lines and come flush them again if that should ever take place. His projected cost was 
around $18,000 to $24,000. If the City decided to move forward, it had the same equipment KRG did to possibly 
do the work at a much cheaper rate. He knew the City had a video vac/flush truck. He found two sections of line 
north of 87/Loop Road that had deflection in, he called them dips, where he could not get a clear view of the pipe 
because there was so much sewage in it. Those could be repaired if the City took the system over at some point. 
Repairs would be $55,000 to $60,000 for both repairs. That was an estimated cost. City forces could probably make 
the repairs at a much cheaper rate. When the line was put in, they tried to run it under the river at Mebane Bridge 
and ran into some issues. The contractor was not able to get the pilot bit under the river because rock and sand 
prevented it. That was the first thing that had to be done before the reamer was pulled back to make it big enough 
to pull the HDPE through. DOT allowed the pipe to be hung on Mebane Bridge. At some point, the pipe would 
have to come down as he thought the State really wanted to take the bridge down in the future. The County had two 
grants for improvements to the system. One was Fishing Creek Pump Station right below the Goldston property on 
Harrington Highway. It was built in the flood plain so it would be moved out of the flood plain in the same general 
area. DOT had agreed to pay 100 percent of the cost to do a directional bore under the river at no cost to the County 
and in all grant money. All that work was in design currently by LKC Engineers in Southern Pines.  
 
Mr. Duncan said the river crossing would be 100 percent paid by DOT funds. They already had an agreement with 
the County at no cost to the County. The pump station would be moved to a new location with all new equipment, 
wet well and everything, except it would have the same pumping capacity per gallon as the one now. According to 
the grant, it could not be increased. The gallons per minute had to be at the same rate. The pump station was not 
even close to pumping the rated capacity per day. That was being covered while everything else on the line was not 
and would stay the same. The line would not change, just the pump station and the river crossing. Rockingham 
County Manager Lance Metzler and Director of Engineering & Public Utilities Ronnie Tate had been great to work 
with Mr. Duncan, as well as Bill Lester from LKC, to provide information he needed to present to Council. To 
make a long story short what would happen when this was completed by the County was, and it was being offered 
to the City for $796,000, the system would be worth about $2.8 million with the grant money included for 
improvements. That was almost a 200 percent increase in value once it was completed. Where it went after his 
presentation was up to Council. He was not there to persuade them on why they should or should not take it. He 
just did what he was asked to do on numbers based on the proposal in the agenda. He might be able to answer a few 
more questions if Council had any.  
 
Council Member Wood asked what the life expectancy was for a pump station.  
 
Mr. Duncan said they could operate anywhere from 30 to 40 years if maintained properly. The pump stations had 
to be maintained properly. The County contracted with a firm to maintain the pump stations throughout the County. 
Every so often there would be a seal failure in a pump and that was just normal. It was a matter of taking it out and 
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having it repaired and putting it back in. The pump station would have a new standby generator and all the latest 
technology and telemetry to notify in case of a failure or emergency situation. It would come with the latest 
technology on the market today. All pump stations had to be approved by state construction in Raleigh before they 
could even be put in the ground.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked if the new location had been determined.  
 
Mr. Duncan said yes, it would not be far. The other one just happened to get in the flood plain. Council Member 
Nooe as a civil engineer knew more about it than he did as a licensed general contractor with an unlimited license 
in N.C. to do water, sewer and pump stations. For the last 15 years of his career he had built mainly pump stations 
from Durham to Asheville to Boone and in between. He had more experience in that than he had anything. His 
license was still current.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked if he had seen a similar situation of a county wanting to sell to the city.  
 
Mr. Duncan said there had been mergers at different times as municipalities took over private systems if the operator 
could no longer afford to keep them up or were in financial constraints. It happened all the time. There would be 
no strings attached to this. It would have to be certified by the State before it could be certified to be in operation. 
The County would probably see the project through to completion because it was in design currently. It would not 
make sense for them to back up and put it in the City’s hands, and the City would not want that anyway since it was 
already in the works. Once they got it completed and signed off on, it was a 200 percent increase of the system. 
Regarding the two areas on Highway 87, they could work for a long time but then again, they could cause a problem. 
They were currently functioning fine. When it came through the pump station, there were not a lot of solids, most 
everything was in a liquid form. It had a head behind it, which meant pressure, which was pushing it on down 
toward the lift station.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked how Eden’s wastewater treatment plant compared to others Mr. Duncan had seen.  
 
Mr. Duncan said Eden had an excellent waste treatment plant, one of the best. He saw them all the time and had 
worked in them all over western N.C. The times he had been in the plant, it was kept in excellent operational shape. 
They had to file monthly reports to DENR on the wastewater discharge and had to comply. If they did not, the City 
would be slapped on the wrist. He said Council knew all about working with DENR from the issues the City was 
working through. The County had mentioned to him that they could work out a 10-year payback schedule so it 
would not create a hardship on the City’s annual budget. The City would still charge the County for what was 
coming to Eden from Wentworth, that would not change unless the City increased the rate in the future and that 
would be up to the City to charge whatever it cost for treatment.  
 
Council Member Underwood asked how much the City was currently receiving.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall answered 1.7 million gallons per month. The increase with the rates would be about $68,000 or so 
and that was an increase over what they were currently paying. They were paying much lower rates than what was 
being proposed.  
 
Council Member Ellis noted $68,000 for 10 years would be $680,000. He asked if the price was $795,000.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said yes. Previously in 2023, staff estimated the payback would be 12.5 years.  
 
Council Member Ellis said in other words, the City would end up only paying about $120,000 based on current 
estimations.  
Mr. Mendenhall agreed.  
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Council Member Underwood asked if it was correct that the City would get more money in the long run if the City 
did not take the lines and there were 250 to 300 houses built in the area that tapped onto City sewer. 
 
Mr. Mendenhall said the flow would be at a discount rate. If the houses were built in unincorporated Rockingham 
County, it would be at the contract rate and he wanted to read those because he thought it was important to 
understand.  
 
Mayor Hall said in general contractors did not like to build 200 houses where they had to put in 200 septic tanks.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked Ms. Stultz how long the property owner on Summit Loop had been waiting to connect 
onto City sewer.  
 
Ms. Stultz said it had been a few months. It was only one lot at that point.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked how many houses had been annexed in the past 10 years.  
 
Ms. Stultz said she did not immediately have the number but they had all been voluntary and been in order to get 
on City sewer according to policy. 
 
Council Member Underwood asked if it was correct that the City could not forcibly annex.  
 
Ms. Stultz said that was correct and the City did not have to serve those with water and sewer or allow them to 
connect.  
 
Ms. Gilley said annexation had to be voluntary.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall referred Council to page nine of the agreement which outlined the various rates to be charged. The 
County was receiving a substantial discount now, primarily because of the customer base. The majority of the 
customers were the schools, governmental center, jail, DOT, DMV and all types of government uses. The residential 
rate proposed for the County was $9.75 so under this scenario of homes being built outside the corporate limits of 
the City in unincorporated Rockingham County, they would be charged $9.75. In the current adopted budget fee 
schedule, someone in the unincorporated area of Rockingham County outside the corporate limits would pay $15.90 
on sewer in they were the City’s customer. There was a substantial rate differential or discount the City would 
inadvertently encourage and promote growth on a cost basis because of the discount going on in unincorporated 
Rockingham County. The City would essentially be pushing growth outside the Eden service area to the County 
service area just on a dollars and cents basis because it was cheaper. Water and sewer would be cheaper. In this 
case the sewer would be cheaper because they would get the preferential rate from the County rather than what the 
City would charge if they were the City’s customer of $15.90 on a 1,000-gallon usage charge.  
 
Council Member Underwood asked if it was correct that it was currently bringing in $68,000.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said no, that would be the increase from what they were paying today to what they would pay 
under the new rates.  
 
Council Member Nooe said since the current rates were so low with the increase, he asked if the $68,000 would 
cover the cost of treating the sewage. He asked if the $68,000 was additional and not associated with any cost.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said staff would have to go back and study that as it had been some time since they had looked at 
it. Costs had gone up significantly due to utilities and chemical costs over the last six months. That had not been 
restudied since the topic was first talked about in 2022. Staff would be happy to do that if Council liked.  
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Council Member Nooe said he was wondering because they said they would use that money to pay back for the 
pump station but it may be needed to pay for the cost of treating the sewage. The rates they were charging may not 
be enough to cover that cost.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said that was a fair concern, and there was a summary sheet for each member on the dais, and the 
rates had been frozen with the County for some time. Residents of the City had been passed on rate increases over 
time, which the City tried not to do every year and tried to make sure did not exceed the cost of inflation as no one 
wanted to put that burden on the customers. It did cost money to treat sewage and water. The County’s rates had 
been frozen for a long, long time. City customers had been inflicted rate increases while the County and their 
customers had not. One of the important parts of the new agreement was that any future rate increase they received 
was tied to CPI and was annualized so as the City’s costs went up, what they paid would go up. There was a five 
percent cap. Council should keep in mind the County rates had not gone up in a very, very long time.  
 
Council Member Epps asked how many customers the City would get if they accepted the offer before anything 
else was built.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said he thought it was less than a dozen tied on in the Yount Road area. It was not a windfall the 
City would receive.  
 
Council Member Epps asked if there was an expectation for growth.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said it was a technical engineering analysis, and there was some concern about the depth of the 
sewer and what could be tied on. Looking at growth in Rockingham County, it was occurring south to north coming 
out of Guilford County there was a lot of growth in the Wentworth/Rockingham County High School attendance 
zone. Based on platted lots, there was a lot of growth toward Bethany. There was growth moving this way and it 
was anticipated the City would see more growth. Staff had talked to a few developers. There were tracts of land out 
there. It would probably not be super easy for gravity sewer and there would probably have to be some neighborhood 
pump stations. There were some technical engineering concerns on line depth and that sort of thing. They knew 
there would be good capacity at the pump station and there was tremendous capacity at the sewer plant. Staff was 
trying to make sure they were growing in some way, shape or form.  
 
Council Member Epps asked if there were a lot of people there who were on septic tanks and not connected.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said he thought the most recent houses built had tied onto the County sewer but everybody else 
out there was on septic and that raised a good point too that those septic systems could fail and residents may want 
to tie onto sewer which was something seen on the west side of town quite a bit. There were a lot of failing septic 
systems.  
 
Council Member Underwood asked if there was a clause that any new houses that tied onto the sewer would be 
forcibly annexed into the City.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said no, there would be no forcible annexation which was illegal in N.C. There would be an 
agreement that to receive City services, they would have to be a resident of the City, which was a longstanding City 
policy. There were also some considerations that if it were not advantageous, the City may not want to annex the 
property. That was a policy question of Council. Regarding a sufficiency of annexation, Council may decide they 
do not want to annex because they would rather the resident pay the outside rate and the City not have to drive the 
garbage truck to the home. The ones and twos, threes and fours may not be advantageous to service, it may change 
fire response zones or payment in lieu of to volunteer fire departments. As properties were annexed there were a lot 
of considerations around solid waste, police and fire. There may be a time when the cost benefit was looked at and 
the Planning Department said they had talked to Public Works and they did not want to drive a garbage truck a mile 
outside the City to pick up one garbage can, it did not make sense. It would become a discretionary act of Council 
as to whether they would want to enter into an annexation agreement in exchange for the sewer service.  
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Council Member Epps said it would be done on a one-to-one situation.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said it would be. The City would never grow sufficiently with one house being built here and there. 
The City was really looking for a subdivision and a developer platting street in a multi-phased development. It may 
not be 200 units, but a solid 20 to 40 units phased in over time similar to the construction on Highway 135 would 
be advantageous long term.  
 
Ms. Stultz said the developer would pay for those improvements just like they did now anywhere inside the city 
limits.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked if staff had heard of any future development planned for the area.  
 
Ms. Stultz said no because currently they would have to go to the Rockingham County Planning Department.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said staff had talked with several developers who were looking and based on current construction 
standards and health department regulations with the provision of public water they could have half an acre lot. The 
lot yield in a subdivision on half acre lots did not get the dollar threshold of the level of investment for the 
improvements like the streets that Ms. Stultz was talking about. They needed to get down to a sixth or eighth of an 
acre to get the yield where it needed to be. That was a function of construction costs. They were not seeing new 
developments large tracts with half acre or acre lots. The money was not there and enough of them could not be 
sold to get the return so they were really looking at smaller lots, small square footage and they needed water and 
sewer to meet the health department guidelines. They could not be done on septic and well and go that dense. That 
was a problem from the development side was lot yield.  
 
Council Member Underwood asked how much would have to be put back yearly in capital outlay for the project. 
He asked if that had been thought of. 
 
Mr. Mendenhall said staff had thought about it and that was why they hired Mr. Duncan to look at it. There were 
some upfront costs that would probably have to go into a 10-year CIP to do done. Moving forward from that, it 
exceeded the long-term vision of a 10-year CIP. It would probably go into a sewer master plan somewhere. A lot 
of the improvements that may be needed were looking way past a 10-year timeframe. Staff would have to master 
plan it and then incorporate it into the CIP as time marched in that direction.  
 
Mr. Duncan said the County was open to whatever the payback limits were if needed.  
 
Council Member Underwood noted Council Member Nooe brought up the treatment of the waste and what would 
have to be put back up. He did not think there would be enough money coming in to cover all that. The City did not 
have a bit of responsibility for what they had coming in now. None whatsoever. If it was going to grow out there, 
it was going to grow out there whether the City owned the sewer line or not.  
 
Ms. Gilley said that was not exactly the truth because as Mayor Hall had pointed out, there were not a lot of 
developers who wanted to put in subdivisions with septic tanks. She did not think the County was in the business 
of doing the extensions like the City would be looking to do.  
 
Council Member Underwood said if they still tapped onto the line, the City did not have any responsibility or 
upkeep and would get the money off of it.  
 
Council Member Nooe said in most developments he had recently been working on, the developer installed the 
infrastructure. He asked if that was what the City was promoting, that the City would pay. Most of the time the 
developer paid for the infrastructure and once it was installed to standards, it was accepted by the City for 
maintenance.  
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Mr. Mendenhall said that was a good question. He directed Council’s attention to the economic development 
caveats in the agreement. It was primarily designed for a level of investment approach. It began on page four and 
there was a map. It got into what was called the WSSA which was the Water Sewer Service Area. It was designed 
to protect the Eden service area as other utilities in the County expanded with growth elsewhere like water and 
sewer on Highway 220 and possibly on Highway 29. There were some service areas outlined. The map (projected 
on the screen) was the WSSA with the different service zones. That was the economic development participation 
rates. Council could see on page five that Service Area A was 100 percent City while Service Area B was 50/50 
participation between City and County on main sizes and/or outfall sizes. Service Area C was subject to further 
study. They could see some guidelines on page 6 of what the City would be paying for. They were not talking a 10-
acre project or five employees. Council could see a table (below) with acres, jobs, level of investment and cost 
share of what they were talking about. It was a guideline and not strict policy but laid out what the City would 
participate in.  

 
 
Mr. Mendenhall explained it was an economic development tool in those service areas A, B, C and D where there 
was scarce availability. The map projected where Eden could grow over the term of the agreement and how that 
would work with County participation and what the economic development would potentially look like.  
 
Mayor Hall said he thought Council Member Nooe’s point was more residential in nature.  
 
Council Member Nooe said yes, that was basically what they had been talking about.  
 
Mayor Hall asked if a residential developer who bought 100 acres and wanted to put water and sewer in it and tie 
onto the line would pay for the infrastructure.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said that was correct.  
 
Mayor Hall said that was already the City’s policy.  
 
Council Member Nooe said he also saw that a lot of places required them to extend sewer to the adjoining property 
so they could pick up and continue on. He could understand participating on that in areas where it was for the City’s 
benefit.  
 
Mayor Hall said the developers factored that in. The large development companies like DH Horton and other 
nationwide companies had a formula. They punched the numbers in to determine how many houses they could get 
on a lot, how many feet of line they had to have and how many people worked within that distance. It was a formula 
and if all the boxes were not checked, they would not be interested in building in an area. It was a philosophy 
question as to whether the City was interested in having developers come in and build 200 houses or if the City was 
happy to stay inside the riverbanks.  
 
Mr. Duncan said he thought it was also worth mentioning that some return on investment would be in building fees 
for the lots in the Planning Department.  
 
Ms. Stultz said if they were not inside the City obviously the County got those.  
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Mr. Duncan said right now basically the ETJ just covered where the line was from Bethlehem Church Road up to 
Highway 87. He got a map that day from the County that showed the ETJ.  
 
Council Member Underwood asked what the probability was of the State coming in and telling the City or County 
they needed to upgrade it.  
 
Mr. Duncan said in this particular situation, zero. For one thing, it was not even close to being at capacity. He 
verified with Council Member Nooe it had to be at 80 percent to plan for expansion by DENR or the State. It was 
the same thing at the treatment plant.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked Ms. Stultz how much buildable land was inside the City currently. He asked if the City 
was truly landlocked from building houses. He asked if there 15-acre tracts or more for sale within the City.  
 
Ms. Stultz said one of the things the City had to remember was its unique location. If they tried to develop north or 
east, they ran into Virginia and they could not require them to be annexed. The biggest hope for the City growing 
and increasing State-shared revenues and all of those things based on a nose count was expanding south and west. 
The mill villages were fairly built out. There was a company that wanted to build a 40-lot subdivision and it would 
require a conditional use zoning change and a lot of plans to make that happen. They were inside the City. There 
was not a lot of property except what surrounded Oak Hills Golf Course. There were some parcels but nothing if 
Eden began to experience the exponential growth they had the potential to accommodate. They really did not want 
executives to have to live in Greensboro. That happened fairly often now.  
 
Council Member Ellis said it was happening now.  
 
Ms. Stultz agreed. Not only that, there was a lack of middle housing which was between a starter home and a forever 
home. She thought they needed to look at it long term. For the community’s future, south and west were the only 
directions they had.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked about the distance of the ETJ.  
 
Ms. Stultz said in some areas it was two miles and in others less than that because when Wentworth incorporated 
they developed an ETJ and Eden could not run over it. If it was in Wentworth’s ETJ and the resident asked Eden 
to annex them, it was a whole different ballgame.  
 
Council Member Nooe asked if the City knew where Dan River Water’s service area was and where the City could 
install City water. He asked if there was a line he was not aware of. He would like to make a motion to get with 
Dan River Water or determine in-house where the City could install water lines and not compete with Dan River. 
In areas where the City was competing with Dan River, he would like to know what options the City had to takeover 
or negotiate with Dan River to purchase their lines. He did not see where the gravity lines were any use to the City 
unless a bunch of pump stations were built so he would like to study the areas Eden wanted to grow and come up 
with a plan so they were not just shooting in the dark as to where the City could grow and service. His motion was 
to study water and sewer further to see what the City could do. His motion would be to table it and do further 
investigation.  
 
Council Member Kirkman seconded the motion.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked Mr. Mendenhall if 90 days was enough time.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall said there were some considerations and Ms. Gilley could provide where they were on the 
expiration of the existing agreement.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked if the City could adjust the rates now and table to renegotiate with the County.  
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Ms. Gilley said the agreement expired August 1. Council would need to vote to authorize staff to grant another 
extension to the County. She was sure the County would do that otherwise their rates would go to what they were 
for everyone else.  
 
Council Member Nooe amended his motion to extend the agreement with the County and do further research 
regarding Dan River Water’s service area and what would be considered the City’s service areas, what areas could 
be served by the pump station and what areas were beyond that the City may want to look at.  
 
Mayor Hall asked if the County would extend the agreement to the end of the year.  
 
There was a discussion about the length of time the agreement needed to be extended.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall asked if the City needed to ratify the agreement without the purchase and make the purchase an 
additional step. Council had extended now three times, or 18 months, leaving a total of $90,000 to go out the door.  
 
Council Member Nooe said if they were independent steps he was fine with that.  
 
Council Member Ellis asked if the Council could install the rates that night.  
 
Mr. Mendenhall asked for staff to be excused to confer. He would hate to go six more months and lose $30,000 or 
$40,000.  
 
Mayor Hall excused staff to discuss.  
 
RECESS 
 
Ms. Gilley said staff recommended an extension of about 30 days. The City did not want to be continuously losing 
money on a rate they could be getting from the County in an increase. Thirty days would help determine how much 
time would be needed for a study. She recommended the extension to September 1.  
 
Mayor Hall noted Council Member Nooe’s motion was to table and do an extension to the current agreement.  
 
Council Member Nooe amended his motion to include the extension was for 30 days.  
 
Mayor Hall said the motion was to extend the agreement for 30 days and to table a vote on the purchase until a 
study was finished.  
 
Council Member Kirkman seconded the amended motion.  
 
All members voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried 7 to 0.  
 
* After Consent Agenda, Ms. Gilley advised Mayor Hall that the motion needed to be at least before the next 
Council meeting so Council could act, and they did not have to meet before the next Council meeting. She asked 
that the motion be changed to an extension to September 1 instead of an extension of 30 days.  
 
Council Member Nooe amended his motion to extend to September 1. Council Member Kirkman seconded the 
motion. All members voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried 7 to 0. * 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
a.  Consideration to adopt a resolution of intent to close an unopened section of an unnamed street/alleyway 

near May Street.  
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Ms. Stultz wrote in a memo: The City has received a request from Paul Dishmon representing the Draper Volunteer Fire 
Department and David Johnson to close an unopened street/alley on the east side of May Street. Attached you will find the 
petition, Staff Report, Resolution of Intent to Close an Alley on the east side of May Street, and a map showing the proposed 
closing. A motion to adopt the resolution and call a public hearing is in order. If you have any questions, please give me a call. 
 

 
 
 
Ms. Stultz said this was a need of the Draper Volunteer Fire Department. There was a paper street between the City 
fire station and theirs. In order for them to meet setbacks, the section of street needed to be closed so that the planned 
addition could be done to the fire station. Council needed to adopt a resolution of intent to close it. It had to be 
advertised for four weeks and would come back before Council. The Draper Volunteer Fire Department paid the 
$800 that it cost to do a street closing.   
 
A motion was made by Council Member Ellis to adopt a resolution of intent to close an unopened section of an 
unnamed street/alleyway near May Street. Council Member Light seconded the motion. All members voted in favor 
of the motion. The motion carried 7 to 0. 

 
RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO CLOSE AN UNOPENED STREET, ALLEY, AND UTILITY  

AND RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENT 
ON THE EAST SIDE OF MAY STREET 

 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Eden, North Carolina, that: Pursuant to the provisions of 
Chapter 13, Article III, Division 3 and Section 13-88 of the Eden City Code and Section 160A-299 of the North Carolina 
General Statutes, the City Council of the City of Eden, North Carolina, does hereby declare its intention to close the following 
unopened street/alley/utility and right-of-way easement located on the east side of May Street: 
 
BEGINNING at a point in the northern line of an unnamed Utility and Right of Way Easement, said point being the northwest 
corner of a 0.434 acre lot owned by City of Eden (Deed Book 719, Page 594) as shown on a survey by Samuel J. Coleman Jr., 
RLS dated September 14, 1999 and revised August 21, 2000 recorded in Map Book 46, page 23 in the Office of the Register 
of Deeds for Rockingham County, N.C.; thence with the west line of City of Eden South 20 deg. 42 min. East 27.33 feet to a 
point, marking the northeast corner of a 0.339 acre lot as shown on the aforementioned plat; thence with the south line of the 
unnamed Utility and Right of Way Easement and the northern property line of the 0.339 acre lot, South 69 deg. 18 min. West 
103.68 feet to a point marking the northwest corner of the 0.339 acre lot; thence North 20 deg. 42 min. West 10 feet to the 
north east corner of a lot shown on aforementioned plat belonging to Huffman Property Management Specialists (formerly 
Homer Wood, Deed Book 845, page 614), thence North 20 deg 42 min. West, a new line, to a point in the southern property 
line of Draper Volunteer Fire Department (formerly Stephen B. Hodges, Deed Book 775, Page 1754); thence North 64 deg. 45 
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min. 15 sec. East to the southeast property corner of lot formerly owned Stephen B. Hodges Deed Book 775, Page 1754 as 
shown on aforementioned Plat, currently owned by Draper Volunteer Fire Department; thence North 69 deg. 12 min. 
39 sec. East 62.24 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING and being a portion of the unopened portion of the unnamed Utility and 
Right of Way Easement.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council does hereby call for a public hearing on the said closing to be held on 
the 20th day of August, 2024, at 6:00 P.M.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution will be published once a week for four successive weeks prior to said 
hearing, a copy of said Resolution be sent registered mail or certified mail to all owners of property adjoining said street as 
shown on the Rockingham County Tax Records, and prominently posted in at least two places along said street.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Planning Board is hereby requested to submit its recommendation on the proposed 
closing of said street for consideration of the City Council at the time of said public hearing. 
 
APPROVED, ADOPTED AND EFFECTIVE, this 16th day of July, 2024. 
CITY OF EDEN 
By: Neville Hall, Mayor 
Attest: Deanna Hunt, City Clerk  
 
REPORTS FROM STAFF:  
 
a.  City Manager’s Report.  
  
Mayor Hall called on Mr. Mendenhall. 
 
Mr. Mendenhall said he would be pleased to answer any questions about the report.  
 
Mayor Hall said there was a lot of good safety information about the rivers for the summer. Copies were available 
online, at the meeting and in Eden’s Own Journal.   
 

City Manager’s Report 
July 2024 

City Manager Jon Mendenhall 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
Marketing & Communications Office 
 
Our rivers are ready for you and your adventures! We want you to have fun and stay safe. Here are some safety 
guidelines to remember while you are on the water: 
 
1. Wear your life jacket! It’s always possible to capsize in any water condition. 
2. Make sure you know where you are going. Always tell a responsible person about your plans of where you 

will be and when you expect to return. 
3. Check the weather forecast before you leave for your destination so that you can pack the proper equipment. 
4. Know the water conditions. Sometimes the river will be high, low, or a dam may be releasing. This makes 

water conditions very different and it is important to know what to expect. 
5. Know the rules to navigate the water. Find out what you need to know while on waterways. 
6. Beware of Strainers. Strainers are fallen trees, bridge pilings, undercut rocks, or anything else that allows 

the current to flow through it while holding you. Strainers are deadly. 
7. Never go boating or tubing while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
8. Know your paddling abilities and plan your outings accordingly. 
9. Dress appropriately for weather conditions. Carry extra clothes in a dry bag in case you flip and go for a 

swim. 
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10. Never float or paddle over low-head dams, avoid fallen trees and other in-stream obstructions. 
11. Do not stand up in a canoe or kayak, and avoid weight shifts that may cause capsize. 
12. If it is your first time on the water, travel with an experienced person that has navigated that part of the river 

before. 
SHAGGIN’ ON FIELDCREST is set for Saturday, July 20 from 2 p.m. until 10 p.m. We have moved to 213 Main 
Street because we are growing and need more room. Come enjoy 3 great bands, food trucks and cold beverages. 
Please remember to bring your lawn-chair. Admission is FREE. No outside coolers are allowed.  
 
Our Summer Grown & Gathered set for Thursday, August 8 is SOLD OUT! 
 
We want to thank everyone who came out and enjoyed OINK & ALE on June 15. We had a great crowd and enjoyed 
a live concert by Landslide – A Fleetwood Mac Tribute, delicious barbecue and refreshing beverages. Another 
THANK YOU to all our volunteers and vendors that made the night the success it was. 
 
TOUCH-A-TRUCK is looking for cool vehicles to display on Saturday, August 17. If you have a piece of 
equipment, truck, etc. that you think kids (little and BIG) would enjoy seeing, touching, etc. please let us know. 
Please call 336-623-2110 and ask for Marketing & Special Events. This is an awesome event that kids really enjoy. 
 
PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
Recreation Division 
Bridge Street Recreation Center: Bridge Street Recreation Center stays busy with daily walkers, fitness classes. Our 
children’s Summer Day Camp program is staying very busy with several activities each week. 
 
Mill Avenue Recreation: Pickleball is played Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday mornings. Cornhole games 
are bringing in a lot of players. Prowlers are gearing up for football, volleyball and cheer. 
 
Mill Avenue Pool/Freedom Park Splash Pad: Both the pool and splash pad are opened every day from noon until 6 
p.m. 
 
Freedom Park: New lighting will be added to the all-purpose fields. Light poles and lights have been delivered and 
now we are waiting on the contractor to install them. 
 
Senior Center: The seniors are staying busy this month playing pickleball, bingo, quilt making class, line dancing 
classes, watercolor classes and so many more fun activities. Please check out the Garden of Eden Senior Center 
Facebook page with a schedule full of events. 
 
PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
Local Codes Inspections June 1, 2024- June 30, 2024 
Total Local Code Inspections Performed 47 
Local Code Notices Sent 70 
Local Codes Abated 50 
Inspections & Permits June 2024 
Total Inspections Performed 281 (Does not include fire inspections) 
Total Permits Issued 147 
 
Boards & Commissions 
The Community Appearance Commission met for the month of June but did not have a quorum. The Historic 
Preservation Commission did not meet for the month of June. 
The Tree Board did not meet for the month of June. 
The Planning Board met for the month of June to advise on the Street Closing case SC-24-02, but did not have a 
quorum. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
During the month of June, we continued our recruitment efforts in search of quality applicants to attend the Fall 
BLET program. We are currently conducting preliminary background investigations on three (3) candidates. 
June 10 through June 13, Deputy Chief Anthony Lovings participated in the “District C” Teamships program at 
Morehead High School. This program allowed Deputy Chief Lovings to present, high school students from across 
the county, a real life issue our agency is facing (recruitment and Retention) and work with the students to develop 
solutions. 
 
At the City Council meeting on June 18 Officer Josh Roberts, Tim Knight and Lieutenant Andy Johnson were 
recognized for the river rescue. On June 26 these officers were recognized for their life saving efforts at the North 
Carolina General Assembly. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
The Fire Department responded to 67 calls for the month of June. The Fire Marshal completed 66 inspections the 
month of June. Fire Station 2 has begun renovations. All new flooring, ceiling tiles, and countertops were installed. 
Crews have started painting the interior of the building. Paneling was replaced with sheetrock in the dayroom. Fire 
Station 4 remodel project has been completed. The right-side cement driveway has been poured. We are looking to 
have a cement pad done on the hillside to move the metal carport. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
Streets 
Maintenance activities have focused on patching; 94 tons used based on asphalt plant availability and concrete work 
at 120 yards on Stadium Drive at the Fire Department have been completed. Streets are currently working on our 
street signs and traffic sign maintenance program along with vegetation control treating 35 miles on our City streets, 
curbs and gutters. Streets have removed several bags of litter from our City streets. Approximately 325 cubic yards 
of leaves/grass clippings for leaf collection have been collected. Mowing crew has taken care of 30 acres of 
vegetation owned by the City of Eden. The Stratford Drive project has been completed which includes 32’ of 12” 
RCP being installed as well as removal of several stumps. 
 
Construction 
The Construction Crew has completed tying all the residents to the new water main and sowed back all disturbed 
areas on Circle Drive and have also killed out the old galvanized 2”. Fire Department Station 4 has completed the 
building pad for the relocation of the metal shed currently on the left side of the station. The pad is on grade and 
ready for concrete. Approximately 100’ of ditch at the intersection of Maryland and Hale Street and 155’ of ditch 
on Bay Street has been cleaned. The Bridge Street municipal parking lot has had their debris cleaned up and, 
removed the telephone pole, retaining wall, hauled in dirt to slope bank, installed rip rap rock on steep section and 
covered other areas with mulch. Concrete still needs to be poured around the EV chargers and behind the dumpster 
pad the finish up the mulch in those areas. 
 
Collections & Distribution 
Collection and Distribution crews continue to maintain water and sewer repairs as needed as well as 
easement/outfalls. The report of water leaks reported by citizens increased significantly and there was a slight 
increase in reports of sewer blockages. Staff worked diligently to make sure all the reports of both water and sewer 
leaks were addressed. Staff have also been assisting the fire department with hydrant repairs. 
 
Solid Waste 
The Solid Waste Division continues to work on collection of solid waste and transferring/hauling it to the landfill. 
The amount of municipal solid waste (MSW) hauled in the past month was 510.89 tons. The amount of vegetative 
tonnage (brush) collected in June was 14.45 tons while bulk waste tonnage collected was 135.60 tons. 
 



    
Minutes of the July 16, 2024 meeting of the City Council, City of Eden:  
  
 

20  
  
  
 

Fleet 
The Fleet Division had 83 work orders which includes all outside repairs, road calls as well as regular service, tires 
and NC inspections. 
 
Utilities 
Staff met with McKim & Creed to provide information as a follow up for the Railroad and Covenant Branch Force 
Main Improvement Plan. Also, had a conference call with the State and the engineer to discuss the next steps for 
the lead and copper grant. Our team had a meeting to plan the tabletop exercise and plant drill for chlorine that will 
be held at the plant in a few months. County Emergency Management is heading this up. Synagro has finished 
cleaning out the liquid in the North Basin. Soon they will bring an excavator to pull solids for a land application. 
Once they reach their limit, the rest will be placed in the drying beds. Our team had a call with software vendor 
NOVO to see a presentation of their software and ask questions about how it can help with asset management. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
 
a. Approval and adoption of the June 18 regular meeting minutes.  

 
b.          Approval and adoption of a resolution amending the Capital Reserve for the General Fund and Budget      
             Amendment #1. 
 
Finance and Personnel Director Tammie McMichael wrote in a memo: In 21-22, the city established a Capital Reserve fund to 
allow for incremental savings to pay for future large capital projects. We need to amend the Resolution to include a Autocar 
Garbage Truck. Also, please find attached Budget Amendment #1 that allows the city to move funds to the Capital Reserve for 
the General Fund. The Capital Reserve fund will enable the city to rely on Pay-Go financing while not increasing the burden on 
tax rate payers. 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF EDEN AMENDING A CAPITAL RESERVE FUND FOR THE GENERAL FUND 
 

WHEREAS, under North Carolina General Statute the City of Eden is authorized to establish a capital reserve fund for any 
purposes for which the City may issue bonds, 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to North Carolina General Statute §159-19, the resolution may be amended from time to time in the same 
manner in which it was adopted and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a need in the City of Eden to maintain an effective fleet of emergency management (Police and Fire) and 
sanitation (Solid Waste) vehicles to meet service levels and demands; 
 
WHEREAS, there is a need in the City of Eden to provide funds for these future capital projects related to fire and police and solid 
waste vehicle replacements; and 
 
WHEREAS, the creation and amendment of a capital reserve fund to be used for the purchase and replacement of fire and police 
and solid waste vehicles is allowable under NCGS §159-18; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Eden City Council deems it in the best interest of the City of Eden and its residents to amend the capital reserve 
to fund necessary capital improvements; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Eden City Council: 
 
1.      A Capital Reserve Fund is hereby amended as allowed under North Carolina General Statutes 159-19 for the purpose of 
funding capital projects related to the purchase and replacement of Fire and Police and Solid Waste vehicles: Reserve for the 
purchase and replacement of Fire and Police and Solid Waste vehicles. Funds for the anticipated capital improvements as identified 
in the Capital Improvement Plan for Fire and Police Vehicles are estimated as follows: 
  a.  Fire truck Replacement $500,000.00 
  b.  Police vehicle Replacement $1,014,100.00 
  c.  Autocar Garbage Truck $432,300 
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The project will occur in phases, with an expected expenditure completion date of FY 2033-2034 as outlined the City’s 10-year 
CIP. The City expects to allocate the following revenue sources to fund these projects: sales and use tax proceeds.  
 
The July 16, 2024 budget amendment (#1) appropriation from the General Fund to the Capital Reserve Fund is $500,000, 
comprised of General Fund Revenues.  
 
2.       This Capital Reserve Fund shall remain effective until all the above-listed projects, and any projects added in the future, are 
completed. The Capital Reserve Fund may be amended by the governing board as needed to add additional appropriations, modify 
or eliminate existing capital projects, and/or add new capital projects. 
 
3.      This Resolution shall become effective and binding upon its adoption. 
 
APPROVED, ADOPTED AND EFFECTIVE this 16th day of July, 2024. 
 
CITY OF EDEN 
By: Neville Hall, Mayor 
Attest: Deanna Hunt, City Clerk  
 

 
c.  Approval and adoption of Budget Amendment #2.  
 
Assistant Finance Director Amy Winn wrote in a memo: The attached budget amendment appropriates fund balance (from FY 
23-24) to pay off the 2017 Street Resurfacing loan. Once this payoff and the payoff of a 2019 Streets/Recreation loan that 
is budgeted in FY 24-25 are complete, the General Fund will have only one loan outstanding. 
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d.  Approval and adoption of a resolution to accept DWSRF-LSLR loan funds and Budget Amendment #3.  
 

Resolution to Accept 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund – Lead Service Line Replacement Loan Funds 

WHEREAS, the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) of 2021 and North Carolina General Statute (NCGS) 159G have authorized 
the making of loans to aid eligible, drinking-water system owners in financing the cost of inventorying and replacing lead service 
lines; and  
 
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has offered a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund – Lead 
Service Line Replacement (DWSRF-LSLR) loan in the amount of $527,600 to conduct inventory completion and line 
identification, hereafter referred to as the “Project”; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Eden intends to conduct said Project in accordance with a scope of work that was approved by the North 
Carolina Division of Water Infrastructure. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EDEN: 
 
That the City of Eden does hereby accept the DWSRF-LSLR loan offer in the amount of $527,600; and 
 
That the City of Eden does hereby give assurance to the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality that they will 
adhere to all applicable items specified in the standard “Conditions” and “Assurances” of the Department’s funding offer, 
awarded in the form of loan and principal forgiveness; and 
 
That Jon Mendenhall, City Manager, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such information, as 
the appropriate State agency may request, in connection with such application or the Project; to make the Assurances as 
contained above; and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection with the application; and 
 
That the City of Eden has complied substantially or will comply substantially with all Federal, State and local laws, rules, 
regulations, and ordinances applicable to the Project, and to Federal and State grants and loans pertaining thereto. 
 
Adopted this the 16th day of July 2024 at Eden, North Carolina. 
 
By: Neville Hall, Mayor 
Attest: Deanna Hunt, City Clerk 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Wood to approve the consent agenda. Council Member Light seconded the 
motion. All members voted in favor of the motion. The motion carried 7 to 0.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 
Mayor Hall noted there were a public input meeting to be held Thursday from 5 to 7 at City Hall about the roundabout. 
July 20 was Shaggin’ on Fieldcrest from 2 to 10 p.m. The Eden Chamber of Commerce was having a Freedom Park 
Splash Pad night on July 25 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Music and Cruz In was at Freedom Park on July 27. Touch-A-
Truck was August 17.  
 
Marketing & Special Events Manager Cindy Adams said the movie night was being combined with Uptown Cruisers 
for August 2 
 
ADJOURNMENT:    
 
As there was no further business to discuss, a motion was made by unanimous consent to adjourn.  
                      

                
 Respectfully submitted,  

 
                                   ___________________________  
       Deanna Hunt, City Clerk  
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
____________________________  
Neville Hall, Mayor   


