CITY OF EDEN, N.C.
A special meeting of the City Council, City of Eden, was held on Friday, May 2, 2008 at 7:30 a.m. in the Council Chambers, 308 E. Stadium Drive.  Those present for the meeting were as follows:

Mayor:








John E. Grogan

Mayor Pro Tem:






Wayne Tuggle, Sr.

Council Members:






Donna Turner










Darryl Carter










Jerry Epps










Christine Myott










Jim Burnette










Jerry Ellis

City Manager:







Brad Corcoran

City Clerk:







Kim J. Scott

Deputy City Clerk:

(Absent)



Sheralene Thompson

City Attorney:


(Absent)



Tom Medlin

MEETING CONVENED:

Mayor Grogan called the special meeting of the Eden City Council to order and welcomed those in attendance.  

RESOLUTION:

Consideration of Resolution in Support of Dedication of a Quarter-Cent Local Option Sales Tax Proceeds Exclusively For Educational Capital Needs in Rockingham County.
Mayor Grogan stated he thought this should definitely be exclusively for educational capital needs.

Mr. Corcoran replied that as they knew, the County Commissioners said that was what they intend to do with it, but there is no legal requirement; and they can change their mind at any time, any year so they could not force them to do it. 

A motion was made by Council Member Tuggle seconded by Council Member Ellis to support a resolution for a quarter-cent local option sales tax (proceeds exclusively for educational capital needs in Rockingham County). 

All Council Members voted in favor of this motion. 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF DEDICATION OF A 

QUARTER-CENT LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX PROCEEDS
EXCLUSIVELY FOR EDUCATIONAL 

CAPITAL NEEDS IN ROCKINGHAM COUNTY

WHEREAS, the quality of educational facilities within Rockingham County plays a vital role in creating strong learning environments that will have a direct bearing on the present and future educational achievements of our students; and,

WHEREAS, the quality of facilities, as well as school curriculum, is a primary factor in economic development and recruitment efforts; and,

WHEREAS, the continued economic future of Rockingham County is predicated on strong public schools and a viable community college; and, 

WHEREAS, new school and community college facilities are needed to meet current and future enrollment and current facilities are in need of renovation and repair; and,

WHEREAS, the Rockingham County Schools and Rockingham Community College have identified millions of dollars in unmet capital needs; and,

WHEREAS, in order to adequately address both the immediate and future facility needs of both Pre K-12 and community college students, existing financial resources are inadequate and it is necessary that a new dedicated revenue stream be created; and,

WHEREAS, the implementation of a quarter-cent local option sales tax is anticipated to generate $1.67 million in revenue per year in Rockingham County, which would be the equivalent of three cents of property tax revenue; and,

WHEREAS, an additional quarter-cent sales tax would represent an additional 25 cents on each $100 purchase of eligible items purchased by citizens and visitors in Rockingham County and would set the sales tax rate at seven cents per dollar as previously collected throughout North Carolina for a number of years; and,

WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Assembly has authorized counties to place a voter referendum before the citizens to consider a quarter-cent local option sales tax to meet educational capital and other needs and a number of counties have already approved or currently are considering such optional sales tax; and,

WHEREAS, the Rockingham County Board of Commissioners has directed that Board of Elections staff place the quarter-cent optional sales tax as a referendum question on the ballot for consideration by Rockingham County voters on Tuesday, May 6, 2008 and has expressed its intent that upon passage of such a referendum, it will dedicate the proceeds of the quarter-cent local option sales tax for the exclusive use of addressing education-related capital needs in Rockingham County;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Eden City Council supports the exclusive use of the proposed quarter-cent local option sales tax to address education-related capital needs in Rockingham County.

This the 2nd day of May, 2008.








s/John E. Grogan







John E. Grogan, Mayor








City of Eden

ATTEST:

s/Kim J. Scott
Kim J. Scott, CMC

City Clerk
ADJOURNAMENT:

A motion was made by Council Member Tuggle seconded by Council Member Burnette to adjourn.  All Council Members voted in favor of this motion.








Respectfully submitted,









________________________









Kim J. Scott, CMC









City Clerk


ATTEST:

_______________________

John E. Grogan

Mayor

